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The old knife merchant smiled 
slightly, predicting that when 
the stream matures and the 
rain is abundant, changes will 
occur. When the wind blows 
cold and cold, what was once 

new love is now old. 
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Today the boss came and 
told us that we are no 
longer needed. 

He smiled and told us to 
pack up and live... 
| decided to lie down! 
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The old woman said, 
"Go back to my time.” 
| laughed and said, it's not 
that time anymore...the world 
has changed! 
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| told my mom that | lost my 
job, | lost my apartment and 
| wanted to go home. 
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My family blamed me, and if 
| listened to them and worked 
nights, weekends, or didn't 
party in college, | would still 
have my job. 
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My girlfriend advised me to be 
wise, look ahead, think hard and 
see my business opportunities 
with my eyes. 

My simple answer to her is, if | die 
tonight, what will | get? 
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| don't want to just do what my 
boss tells me to do. My father told 
me that | should work hard and 
that one day | might be a boss 
too. My mom added that we are 
not so poor to sell my soul to such 
an evil corporation. 
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How do | explain it, because when 
| did, you turned around and told 
me it was my fault. 

You say I'm lazy. If she's right, 
| beg her, and I'll agree, but you 
don't know me. 


AB ai ROS | 


“I Read the News Today” 
KS Kix A IB 


Miptaek  SRRW ER 
7a HE oh AN AT A A et CE BC 
AIR Mit + BASIE - 
REG A'E ° 


She looked up at me, told me she 
had been crying and kept 
everything she knew inside, and 
whispered to me that since the 
lockdown, it was hard to ignore it. 
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Stop and look around. 

Are you happy? Do you feel safe? 
Ever thought about having the 
freedom to speak your mind, or 
not running away and leaving all 
this resistance far behind? 
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Her restless eyes fluttered in 
anticipation as she waited in 
the shadows. 

Can she touch or hold my love 
and hide it deep in her pocket 
like she hides colored crayons? 
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Don't try to argue with me. 
You should know, you're just a 
game | like to play. 

Well, we're friends, but | won’t 
let friendship get in the way of 
me manipulating what 
government officials tell me 
about your mind. 
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She sprayed a one-word poem 
into a curse, and I'm sure she 
didn't propose it at the 
door the alley. 
Frustration, anger, and the 
desire to be free mingle freely. 
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Laughing, screaming, the lines 
between joy and sadness are 
blurred because with every step 
her legs take, her heart is 
pounding, bouncing up, toward 
the roof of freedom, all her 
troubles all will settle down 


like dust. 
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Reality becomes fantasy, with thin 
lines drawn on crumpled paper. 
| can't keep pretending like 
a spring flower, my life will never 
end...bending down only when 
the rain starts to fall. 
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My heart is full of wonder, she 
must be happy with what she has. 
| curse my poverty. 
| curse the life | live. 

Why can't | be the man she wants 
with power, grace and style? 
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With every breath | get tired. 
If | could raise my voice, | would 
sing this freedom song for you. 
Hear my heartbeat, come take 

my hand and join me on this 
journey to our Promised Land. 
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Like an old prophet who saved 
the world, the words of truth 
were muttered from my mouth, 
but the government screamed 
that | was the slime in your 
WeChat video, crawling on the 
floor of your living room. 
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The old boss said | was rude 
and perverted. He noticed that 
| was obsessed and unhinged. 
He begged that | was a danger 
to society, a tool of foreign devils, 
and should be driven out of the 
Great Wall of civilized society. 
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Did you guess it? It's the best you 
can get. |am also a tool for 
government and industry. 

That's why you can't look away. 
Everywhere | am on WeChat. 
Don't ask for help...no one will notice 
you. Your mind is completely controlled 
until the day we don't need you. 
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Did you take a minute to express 
your real emotion that you didn't 
upload directly to WeChat? 
Have you told your kids that 
you re glad they can think? 
Did you ever say you love them? 
Ever let them watch you drink? 
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| searched for years, but 
| didn't find love. 

I'm sure love will never be 
the product of the collective 
slavery that owns us all. 
There is no time to waste. 
| dream of escaping every night. 
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Spend the day walking around. 
Observe the business people 
who run your town. 

Then go home and examine 
your soul while asking yourself 
if it makes that much of 
a difference. Do you think we 
sing just to waste your time? 
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The boss told me he knows 
how hard it is to defend our 
unpopular lockdown policies 
and that this guy from the CIA 
is quietly waiting in your office 
cafeteria to chat with you 
about Baywatch Beauties. 
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Delusions are deep in it. It will 
sneak into your life. It starts 
when you are always afraid. 

Cross the line, raise objections, 
or even just quote Chairman 

Mao, and the local government 
police will come and 
take you away. 
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You thought you could put me down 
because | don't believe in lies. If every 
bird in the sky would sing your song of 

truth; | would raise my hand, clench my 
fist, and yell at the blocked door, so 
that you stop playing stupid, except 
yourself, you need nothing! 
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Angry men with guns came to 
my door tonight and told me 
| had to be careful and told 
me not to post on WeChat or 
they wouldn't be so friendly 
next time! 
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| heard the cemetery across the 
street calling to pass. 
Damn sound. 
Siren to the weak. 
Can we find the price of freedom? 
Is it buried in the ground? 
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There is a place where | can 

stay away from the city. 

It is green. It's also very quiet. 

The only trouble is that | had 

to buy it through a bank loan 
because my job left me last winter 

when we were locked down 

and | couldn't pay. 
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She gazed upon the beauty of 
love, like life and death, watching 
everything come together. 
Slowly walking towards me, licking 
her lips with a tongue of flame, 
shouting desire and desire ina 
way that reminds me of home. 
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For so long | have been terrified 
of coming and | must now learn 
to live without you. 
Where did you go? 
Paris? London? Seoul? 
Hopefully one day you can 
outdo yourself and call. 


"I Read the News Today” 
KS Riz A Al 


bh AHitla@aw ARMS - 
KTS OS Rite, AVA Sco 
gt RIES Tie Lee BAX 
Pht f° 


She looked at me sternly and 
told me boldly that | was 
embarrassed to look down 
on her because she was ten 
times younger than these shop 
assistants, making old men 
younger again. 
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| asked her if she was happy 
with her way of life. 
She frowned at me and shouted 
that it was impolite to talk to 
strangers like this on the city bus. 
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Standing online for our daily quiz, 
| asked the rich woman next to me 
if she was happy in life...if there 
was any effort to make life better. 
She smiled and nodded, no. 
| already knew the answer and 
smiled back at her. 
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My old drunk uncle told me 
that now is not the time for 
change. Take it easy. 

He smiled and said, 
“Look at me, I'm old, but I'm 
happy. Now go to the store and 
buy me another beer." 
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The old government man 
explained that he used to be like 
me, he knew it was hard to keep 

calm when things were 
happening, but he insisted that 
| take it slow and think, because 
“You'll still be here tomorrow, 
but your dreams may not !" 
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| left my happy home and my family 
wanted me to find a girl, settle down 
and get married. | keep crying that 
| have no money, no job, and no home 
of my own, so no woman wants a man 
like me. The hard truth is too hard to 
ignore. | ran down this road looking 
for a better way. 
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| hear the wind howling. 
Apparently, it came through 
snowfall, through frost and 
thunder. | found myself alone, 
hoping someone would miss me. 
Thinking about my home, thinking 
about the last woman who 
kissed me. 
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Sometimes, | have to moan 
because time is passing in my 
unknown future. 

There's still a lot to know because 
it's no use lying to yourself on 
this boisterous road that tells 
me many stories of how 
| got here. 
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It breaks my heart to leave. 
| am saddened that so many 
good things have turned out 
so bad. Take care. 
Hope you have lots of nice 
clothes to wear. 
Always remember that smiling 
alone is hard. 
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You prolong the lockdowns, you make 
them hard when you are changing 
them every day. 

Will you tell us when to live, will you 
tell us when to die? 

You'll make us laugh, you'll make us cry, 
and beg for a seat at your table. 
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| want to live in a place where 

| can freely go out and watch 

the stars shine or come to a 

park where the birds sing. 
| don't want to hit. 
The north wind really makes me feel 
a little weird, blowing up the rumors 
of the knife merchants changing south. 
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How did you sleep so deeply? 
Are you dead? Why does it make me 
so sad? My heart seems to be quiet. 

Why are you breathing so low? 
Your lips feel like winter and your 
skin turns pale. 

How did you sleep so deeply? 

Did you catch the plague? 
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My grandmother liked to say 
that roses never die. 

Even in your last moments, the 
nurse said you lied to her too. 
Even now, from your newly dug 
grave, your lies are still clear. 
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It was a cold grey dusty day by 
the lake in the morning. 

In this weird moment of 
confusion, | keep my promise 
and pray you don't lie and you 

will come to me. 
Use wood from the Satan tree 
to sit by this fire. 
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Like everyone else, I'm searching 
for what I've heard. 
Where did you go when you don’t 
want anyone to know? 
Won't you paint my dream? 
Won't you tell me where you've been? 
If | help, | will learn to understand. 
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You can't bargain with the truth 
because its willpower is strong and its 
message is clear. No matter how hard 
you try to hide it, we will see your lies 
in the light. Finally, you will also know 
that truth is always truth and why it is 

the real spell of hell. 
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